
December 4, 2023 
Dr. Steve A. Cook 
Council on Foreign Relations 
1777 F Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
scook@cfr.org 

Dear Dr. Cook: 

We read your recent article, Why I’m Not Surprised Turkey Is at the Center of the Eric Adams Scandal,1 
with great interest and equal dismay.  The article suggests that the Turkish Coalition of America (“TCA”) 
is or was an agent the government of Türkiye.2  

To support your thesis regarding TCA you briefly mention a controversy concerning former 
Representative Jean Schmidt that dates back a full 15 years.  Yet, the quarrel was not about whether 
TCA’s legal advocacy arm, which openly represented Rep. Schmidt, was acting on behalf of the Turkish 
government, but whether Rep. Schmidt had properly sought and obtained permission from the House 
Ethics Committee to receive free legal services.  A useful discussion of the absurdity of Rep. Schmidt’s 
related denials, which apparently pacified a credulous House Ethics Committee, can be found in the 
attached Oct. 26, 2011 letter from the Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington to the Office 
of Congressional Ethics. 

You next write, “The TCA is formally independent, but like so much during the era of Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, it can be hard to tell because its work seems geared toward advancing Turkish 
[governmental] interests in Washington.”  First, it is only hard to tell how TCA is organized and operates 
when one makes zero effort to contact TCA to ask it about its activities or to review its extensive public 
information, annual reports and tax returns, which I surmise you did not.  Had you not jumped to a 
conspiracy-minded conclusion, you would have learned that TCA always has been legally and actually 
independent of the government of Türkiye.  That is, there is no formal or informal relationship between 
the two.  TCA is privately funded from the United States by United States citizens.  Nor does TCA play 
any role in Turkish domestic politics or has ever endorsed candidates or parties there. 

Your assertions about TCA appear based on the inane supposition that those who express national pride 
are per se agents of the state and supporters of whichever party or politicians are in power.  Of course it 
should strike every American’s ears as odd to be told that to be a proud American is to support whoever 
won the last election and blindly agree with that administration’s policies.  Correspondingly, not every 
organization that seeks beneficial relations between the United States and Türkiye, or that seeks to 
educate Americans about Türkiye, or represent the rights of United States citizens of Turkish origin, or 

1 Available at: h,ps://www.poli3co.com/news/magazine/2023/11/23/eric-adams-turkey-scandal-00128318. 
2 TCA takes no posi3on on other groups or events men3oned in your ar3cle. 



that promotes Turkish culture is pro-Erdogan or indeed has any interest in Turkish domestic politics.  To 
suggest such is disingenuous.3 

While much about the investigation into Eric Adams’ mayoral campaign remains unknown, TCA is deeply 
concerned that Turkish Americans as a class are being tarred by dragnet tactics.  It seems that to be 
Turkish ethnically or nationally is now to be suspect in the United States.  You, like many others writing 
breathlessly about the Adams case, propel the false narrative that a Turk, no matter how many years a 
citizen or permanent resident here,  may secretly be acting in the service of the government of Türkiye 
and is therefore inherently disloyal to the United States.  Please consider the chilling effect this is having 
on Turkish Americans participating in American electoral processes as is their constitutional right.  Sadly, 
TCA believes that, regardless of where the Adams case leads, much of the reporting on it will lead to the 
marginalization of Turkish Americans.   

In light of the above, TCA requests that you revise your story to remove TCA from the text.  

Should you have any questions regarding the above, please do not hesitate to contact me at  

Sincerely, 

David Saltzman, Counsel 
TURKISH COALITION OF AMERICA 
TURKISH CULTURAL FOUNDATION 
P.O. BOX 611 
BEDFORD, MA 01730 

3 As you certainly understand, the Turkish electorate is every bit as divided as that of the U.S. The last three Turkish 
presiden3al elec3ons were closely decided, with the winning candidate earning 52, 53, and 52 percent of the votes 
respec3vely.  The Turks are, therefore, hardly unanimous about their choice for president.  One should expect an 
equal diversity of poli3cal opinions among Turkish Americans despite their generic support for their ethnic 
homeland and pride in Turkish culture.  
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is considered to be "the most comprehensive provision" of the code.31 When this section was first 
adopted, the Select Committee on Standards of Official Conduct of the 90th Congress noted it was 
included within the Code to deal with "flagrant" violations of the law that reflect on "Congress as 
a whole," and that might otherwise go unpunished.32 This rule has been relied on by the Ethics 
Committee in numerous prior cases in which the committee found unethical conduct including 
making false statements to the committee.33 

By making false statements to the OCE and the House Ethics Committee in the course of 
the investigations into her non-payment of legal bills and failure to include the legal services as 
gifts on her personal financial disclosure forms, Rep. Schmidt engaged in conduct that does not 
reflect creditably on the House. 

Conclusion 

The public record suggests Rep. Schmidt may have undermined two ethics investigations 
into her acceptance of nearly a half million dollars in gifts by making false statements to OCE and 
the House Ethics Committee. OCE should commence an immediate investigation and forward this 
matter to the House Ethics Committee and any other relevant government authorities for 
appropriate action. 

I am aware that the False Statements Act, 18 U.S.C. § 1001, applies to information 
submitted to the Office of Congressional Ethics. 

Encls. 

Executive Director 

Citizens for Responsibility and 
Ethics in Washington 

31 House Comm. on Standards of Official Conduct, House Ethics Manual, p. 12. 
32 House Comm. on Standards of Official Conduct, Report Under the Authority ofH. Res. 418, H. Rep. No. 1176, 90th 
Cong., 2d Sess. 17 (1968). 
33 House Comm. on Standards of Official Conduct, In the Matter of Representative Charles H. Wilson (of California), 
H. Rep. No. 95-1741, 95th Cong., 2d Sess. 4-5 (1978); In the Matter of Representative Edward R. Roybal, H. Rep.
No. 95-1743, 95th Cong., 2d Sess. 2-3 (1978) (Counts 3-4).
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